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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH, 1915.

THE WAR EMERGENCY.
THE campaigil for the recruiting of commissioned
officers for the R.A.M.C. is in full swing. Medical
men of suitable age and physical condition in England
and Wales are urged by the War Emergency Com--
mittee, which is sitting at 429, Strand, London,
W.C., to take immediate service where possible,
or to undertake to do so at some specified
date. The scheme of enrolment is now-worked out.
All men of military age are earnestly requested to
enroll themselves witli the Committee as willing to
take service in case of special emergency. Forms
have been prepared which can be had on application.
These forms provide spaces in which the doctor can
enter the particular difficulty whichr prevents his
volunteering forthwith. These difficulties will be
taken into consideration by the Committee; men onl
this roll will only be called upon in case of special
necessity, and eaclh case will be considered on its
merits according to the statements made by
the signatory of the form. It is particularly
requested that medical officers of municipal
autlhorities who have medical men of military
age on their staff will encourage these meinbers
of their staff to fill up these enrolment form-ls.
By so doing they will render considerable service,
eriahling the Committee to have knowledge of all the
available material; the statements mnade on the form
of enrolment indicating the particular difficulty wlich
prevents immediate voluniteering wvill ensure that they
do not lose these mliembers of their staff, except in
case of special necessity.
The Committee . hIas this week received a com-

munication from the NWar Office concerning the age
limits for medical officers ; it shows that the some-
wlhat varied statements of the several commands have
now taken definite and identical form. Medical
officers for home service only will not be commis-
sioned over the age of 55 years. IMedical men
for foreign service will now be accepted up to the age
of 45 provided they are in every way fit. One
important poinlt arises out of the limitation of the
age for commissions for lhome service to 55 years.
It means that mnen over this age who are fit for
additional work or for some form of medical practice
diffeiing from that wlhlcl they are doing at present
ca:n best serve their country by doing the work of
some younger man and releasing him for foreign
service.
As lhas previously been reported, the Committee

resolved to represent to the Director-General A.M.S.-
that it was niot desirable that medical men of age for
foreign service should fill lhome military posts. It
ihas now been inform.-ed by the -Medical Department
of tlhe War Office "that the question of- miien of
military age doing military work at lhome is under
our serious consideration, and steps have already
beeni ta.ken to prevent men wlho are under 40 being
continuously employed in regular mnilitary hospitals
in this countrv. The question is also beillg taken up
witlh recard to Territorial Force General Hospitals
and Voluntary Aid Hospitals, and it is hoped that
a satisfactory arrangement will be arrived at. We

are in every way discourag,ing younger men who are
physically fit for active service fronim engaging for
home service only."

Medical men desirinig information on anv of tlbe
points here miientioned slhould, if resident in lEnglanid
or Wales, apply to the Secretaries of the War
Emergency Committee, 429, Strand; if resident in
Scotland, to the Convener of the Scottislh War
Emergency Comnmittee at the Royal College of
Physicians, Edinburgh; if resident in Ireland appli-
cation may for the present be made to the Medical
Secretary in Ireland of the British Medical As3ocia-
tion, Dr. Hennessv, i6, South Frederick Street,
Dublin.

THE HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS
MEDICAL" SERVICE.

THE schemes of the Highlands and Island3 Medical
Service Board for the amelioration of conditions in
respect of medical attendance and treatment in those
remoter parts of Scotland were published in the
SUPPLEMENT to the JOURNAL of August 2ISt, and this
week we are enabled by the courtesy of the Board to
publish (p. 404) for the inf6rmation of the professioni
generally the documents it sent on August i6th to
the medical practitioners resident in thie areas
concerned.

It will be worth while in the first place to trace
the brief hiistory 6f the Board. Representations as
to the difficulty of securing a satisfactory mi:edical
service for the Highlands and Islands were made to
the Treasury by the Scottisih Insuralnce Conmmission
soon after it was formed, and in July, I9I2, a Corn-
mittee was appointed, with Sir Jolhn Dewar, M.P. for
Inverness, as Chairman, to consider " liowv far the
provisioh of miiedical attendance in districts situated
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland is inadequate,
and to advise as to the best metllod of securing a
satisfactory medical service thereiln, regard beinig had
to the duties and responsibilitie3 of the several public
authorities operating in such districts." Tle members
of the Committee made a tour of the Higlilands,
encountering discomforts by lauid and sea wlhich must
have impressed on them the perils of practice in these
districts; they lbeard many witnesses as reported in
our columns at the timne, anid after they got lhome
drew, up a report which was made the basis of thie
Highlands and Islands (Medical Service) Granit Act
of I9I3. This Act provided that for the four yearsi-
ending December, 19I7, on which date the Act itself
will expire, there shall be paid to thie Board set up
by the Act the sum of £ 02,00 a year " for the pur-
pose of improving medical service, inieluding nursing,
in the Highlands and Islanids of Scotland, and otlher-
wise providing and imiiproving means for thie pre-
vention, treatment, and alleviation of illness and
suffering therein."
The Board got to work in Novem-iber, 19I3, but

beyond issuing its first annual report in June last
gave no overt sig,ns of life 'until, on August i6th, it
launclhed upon the practitioners in the Highlands and
Islands a series of documents of a voluminotus and
complicated character, and demnanded much informa-
tion and the acceptance of a draft agreement on or
before August 31st. When it is remeilmbered that at
the best of times the post to not a few of the places
takes several days, and moreover that at this par-
ticular timne fully a third of the medical practitioniers
concerned are serving in thie Army and Navy, manv of
them in Flanders or the Dardanelles, it is difficult to
understand how the blunder of allowing so short a
time for consideration could have been made. That-
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THE HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS MIEDICAL SERVICE.

it w,as no more than a blunder we have no doubt,
but it would not have needed very much imagina-
tionr to picture the perplexity such an avalanche of
dociuments must produce in the mind of an isolated
man rnot perhaps,very well acquainted with legal
terminology, and the suispicion which the short time
allowed for their consideration, a time so short as to
render consultation aamong, the men affe,cted, practically
impossible, would naturally arouse.
We must credit a Board appointed for a purpose so

I)enevolent and containing so large a proportion of
medical members with the best intentionis, and it will
be- proper first of all to attempt to realize the objects
the Board may be supposed to have had in view.
We take it th-at they. were somewhat as f6llows:
The grant is intended to benefit the population of the
Highlands by making available for them medical
attendance and nursing on reasonable ter-ms. The
nmoney is nlot to be devoted wholly to doctors and
nurses; it is to include the cost of such facilities as
improved telegraph and telephone communiication and
aid in the provision of hospitals and of suitable houses
for doctors and nurses; but increased income and
inereased travelling facilities for doctors and nurses
are important features of the proposals.; Before the
Inlsurance Act relieved the situation the plight of
many doctors was lamentable, and there is still much
room tor- improvenThnt, especially in remote and
thinly-populated areas, where many of the people
have very little com"mand of m'oney.
The medical problem is divided pretty sharply into

two parts, though they overlap each other-namely,
single piractice areas and multiple practice areas. In
the former thle doctor has no competitor. The local
soturces of income are very small, and the legislature
inteided in every such case to niake life at least
tolerable for the doctor. The Coinmittee's idea, as
suggested in questions to medical witnesses, would
seem to have beeri an incomeof £300 a year after
paying travelling o-utlays, and house rent and rates
and taxes, excepting income tax. The Board appears
to have adopted the principle that every local sourceI
of medical income shotild be .tilized to provide a

living for the doctor of the single practice area. If
there is to be any teatment of school children,
the doctor is to be prepared to undertake it and
the salary will be taken" into account. If there is a
lighthouse the Lighthouse Commissioners', payment
for medical -attend4pce should, it is considered, go to
the sa.me main and not to some one from a distance.
The parish council appointment is commonly the
most important; next comes the income under the
Insurance Acts; and all these also should, it is held,
be in the hands of the sameman. The request that
the amount received from appointments under the
Poor Law and Lunacy an1d Public Health and Educa-
tionl and Insuraance Acts, as well as from private
practice and from medicines,-should be set out in the
statement of income(Form 2) is doubtless due to con-
siderations of this order. As we understand the matter
the idea of the Board is that when it is in possession
of these details, and also the details o expenditure, it
wil be in a position to confer with the doctor as to
the amount of sibsidy appropriate to the case. With
regard toprivate practice, it would appear that the
Board desires, not merely that a doctor should beoh-
tainable throughout the whole area of the practice, but
that he should beobtainable at moderate terms -that
is to say, that there slhould be for people of the crofter
anid cottar classes a fixed uniform fee, independent
of distance, so thati.l crofter twenty miles awlay would
pay the same ohargje forla visitas a crofter nextdoor.
Any reduction daeto.1This cause inthe incme fim-

existing private practice will have to be estimated in
fixing the amount of the subsidv.
In multiple practice areas tlhe position is iin some

respects differenit. A small tow~n or populous vijage
is usually the cenitre of a multiple practice area, and
from the centre doctors go out in various directions to
attend the strictly rural population. Somet:iu ies
many miles have to be travelled. It is equally im-'
portant that in these areas also poor people should be
assured of medical attendance at a rate within their
means, but we gather that the Board does not propose
to attain this end by making arrangements with the.
doctors in such a centre to secure for them a minimum
net income. Their net inccm3 may alreadv be in
excess of anything that the Board would be able to
offer, but the Board would appear to desire that thle
town or village doctors should receive under the grant
such remuneration as will enable them to attend
distant crofters and cottars at a fee commensurate
with the means of the crofter or cottar. It is for
this reason no doubt that Form 2 does not iequire
from such doctors any information as to the income
fromr private practice or the expenditure on travelling
or on house rent, etc., and that the Board does not
seek to know the net professional income.

Having, as we hope, done full justice to the inten-
tions of the Board, we feel at liberty to say that the
manner of their pres3cration has been' most unfor-
tunate. No attempt whatever was made-by way of
a memorandum to explain the objects the Board had&
in view or its, no doubt, excellent intentions.` The
covering letter issued on August i6th was of thle
driest official sort, and it certainly seemed to require
the immediate signature of an agreement to cover the;
whole of I9I5, including the eight months already
expired, ",and from year to year thereafter." The
covering letter said that it was a draft form of agree-
ment with practitioners which the Board proposed to
adopt, "subject to adjustments according to the cir-
cumstances in each individual case," but not a word was'
saidiabout how these adjustments were to be made. On
the contrary, it appeared on the face of it that the forin
was to be duly witnessed and signed by the doctor over
a 6d. stamp; Jeddart justice, in fact'. hang him first and
try h-im afterwards. The provision that the agreement
may be terminated bv three months' notice does not
really relieve the situation and no appeal seems to have
been provided in respect either to the amount of re-
muneration or the terms of service. At the hastily
summoned meetings so far held in the Higllands it
has been asked that.any agreements now signedshall.
be considered provisional, and we have been given to
undermUand that this is the BXrd's intention, but, if
so, it has failed in.the most singular manner-,o make
it plain, and the further request made at these mieetings.
for explanation is fqlly justified.
The reference in Scheme A, paragraph 4, to the

matter of mileage has excited much apprehension;
this is, we believe, really due to the unfortunate
turbidity of the paragrapli in question. The matter
is made rather more clear in the paragraph quoted at
p. 407 fiom the annual report of the Board. Before
the Medical Service Act was passed a grant of
£io,ooo avear was voted by Parliament for mileage
under the Insurance Act; later, Parliament voted
£42,ooo a year for all the purposes of the Board,
among which was to be the making of arrangements
for the payment of mileage for attendance not onlv on
the insured under the Insurance Act, but also on the
uninsured of the crofter and cottar class. It is, we
tlhink, clear that there is 'no intention to diminish tlio
mileage graiut, but there is equally no assurance that'
itwill be maintained,Or, as itought&to be, increased.
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TThere are maiiy other poilnts which need to be
cleared up. How, for instance, is a doctor to visit
"'system'atically and when asked to do so :' all persons
in lneed of medical attention (all persons, let it be
observed, from the shooting tenant to the cottar);
hiow is he also to give personal attendance in mid-
wifery cases, and to do these things while undertaking
to make regular and systematic visits to certain
Icc dities on fixed days? How, again, is he to obtain
and maintain his motor car or cycle, or motor boat?
Is the capital expenditure to fall upon him, and when
the motor cycle is smaslhed or the motor boat wrecked,
is he to bear the cost of replacing it?

In this state of obscurity we are glad to know that
the Scottish Committee of the British Medical Asso-
ciation has been summoned to meet at Perth on

September ioth to discuss the whole matter in all its
aspects.

THE UNIVERSITIES OF LANCASHIRE AND
YORKSHIRE.

THE Vice-Clhancelors of the Universities of Mancihester,
Liverpool, Leeds, and Slheffield addressed a letter on

August 26th to the Committee on Public Retrenchment,
expressing tlle desire of the authorities of these universi-
ties to do whatever is -wise and possible to secure such
economies in tlle expenditure of public and private moneys
as will be found consistent with the needs of tle country
in tlle present national enmergency. Tlle letter expresses
tlle opinion that it will be found on inquiry expedient in
tlhe econoinic interests of the nation somewlhat to increase
thle public grants to tlle universities, even at tle present
timie of financial difficulty. Thle. four universities con-

cerned lhave tlle intention of reducing tlleir expenditure
during tlle period of the war to tlle lowest point consistent
withl efficiency; theylhave already effected drastic econo-

nmies and lhave otlhers in view. The incomie of tlle uni-
versities is derived from tlhe annual grant muade by tlle
Treasury to university institutions wlhiclh, being without
ancient endowment, need public subsidy in the dischlarge
of their nationalwork; from grants from the Board of
Education for the encouragement of teclhnological and
professional training; from grants from the Board of
Agriculture for the training, of men and women as agri-

culturalists,horticulturists, and dairy farmers, and grants
from the Development Commission for scientific experi-
ments on a commercial scale for the resuscitation ofthe
flax industry, and for the improvement of cereals and othier
crops. Tlleir other source of income-students' fees-
amiiounts in some instances to a quarter, and in otlhers to
two-fiftlhs, of the total. The universities by theircllarters
are open equally to women and men, and it is admitted
that the number of womnen students may be maintained,
possibly increased, especially in the faculties of arts and
medicine. It is, however, submitted that tlle most impor-
tant part of the work of these universities lies in the
field of pure and applied science, in the training of
3hlemists, physicists, doctors, dentists,. public hlealth
Afficers, steel experts, civil, meclhanical, and electrical
engineers; arclhitects, farmers, colliery managers, textile
managers, metallurgists, gas engineers, dyers, and leatlher
Lrade experts. The universities concerned have in con-

sequence beeLi able to render very important service,in sotlme respects vital,to the State during the war, and
tieylhave further in a specifically military sense rendered
imnportant service, especially in the training of officers.

T'he various departments of a university," the letter
.ontinues,"are interdependent. The intellectual life of

one department gains from intimate association witlh the
intellectual life of anotier. For example, you could not
curtail or close do'wn thle departments of inorganic and
organic clhemistry witlhout paralysing the departments of
chemistry applied to dye-stuffs, leather, or fuel consumnp-
tion. Again, some of the researches in the physics de-

partment have a close bearing on the work of the depart-
ment of textile 'industries, whiclh at first sight seems
remote. And the departments of applied science gain
stimulus and range of vision from association witlh
scholars who are engaged in economic, -historical, and
other studies. A university wlicih is actively con-
tributing to the life of the nation is a unity, and would
be lamed by partial closure. Moreover, it takes years to
form a staff of researchers and teachers imbued with the
spirit of scientific co-operation. Suclh a staff is a delicate
organization, and, if ' scrapped,' could not be started again
at pleasure." The universities receive about one-fifth of
their income from local authorities out of rates, but tllis
support is to some extent measured by the Government
grants; if the Government subsidy were cut down the
local grant wvould probably be reduced, and the result to
the universities would be very serious. The Vice-Clhan-
cellors insist upon the need of looking to the future; the
universities, they say, were created to suipply the educa-
tional needs of the great industrial populations of the
north. Tlley are slowly, and not witlhout a struggle,
winning the confidence and respect of the communities in
whichl they are set, and are inculcating upon the
business world the advantages of -scientific education.
If, they conclude, it be true " that one of the most
obvious lessons to be drawn from the war is the need
of an incre'ased application of scientificmethod to industry,
we feel tllat the nortlhern universities have a great part
to play in the direction of sueli a movement, and tljat
it would be unwise and untlhrifty to starve tllose of tlleir
energies wllich are devoted to that end." Tlle force anid
truth of the appeal put forward by these four universities,
wlhich are bound togetlher by a statute for the purpose of
conducting a joint matriculation, and still more by the
similarity of the duties wlhich fall upon tllem in tlle great
indtustrial communities wlliclh lhave called them into
existence, will appeal to all tllose wlho appreciate tlle
perilotus position of British industries in competition'witl
tlle enterprise of Germany and the United States, in both
of wlhich countries the leaders of industry seem tolhave a
better understanding of tlle need for scientific investigation
and scienitific methods. From tlle point of view of tlle
medical factulties, wlicll, perhaps,more particularly con-
cern us, itlhas now become a truism to say that they cannot
be efficiently carried on without adequate endowments, or,
failing tliemi, adequate subsidies froim tlle State and from
municipalities; the time has long passed wlhen students'
fees, eked out by tlhe utmost self-sacrifice of the teaclhers,
could suffice. Medical education lhas become costly, and
is certain to become yet more costly in the future.

FLIES AT THE FRONT.
It was foreseen that a plague of flies was to be expected
botlh in Flanders and Gallipoli, owing to the conditions
inevitably associated with military operations, especially,
perlhaps, when the forces engaged are more or less
stationary. Apart from the discomfort wlhich tlle troops
would suffer by the presence of flies of various kinds in
large numbers,the danger of tlhe dissemination of disease
was, of course, recognized, and the need of instituting
effective practical metlhods of keeping down the plague to
the smallest dimensions possible fully understood. In
Flanderstlle precautions takenlhave been of an elaborate
kind, and date bacrk to April last-tlhat is, beforetlle com-
mencemnent oftlle house-fly season, wlhen a circular menmo-
randum on The Abolition of Flies in Camps, Billets, and
Ho8pitals was issued by tlle Director-General of Medical
Services, British Forces in the Field. Sir Arthur Sloggett
pointed out that witllintlle area occupied by the BritishI
forces' in the field there were concentrated enormous
numbers of men andlhorses, witlh the result tIlat abnormal
quantities of stable manure and otlher waste organic
matter were produced, and lie added tllat in places along
the line of the actual front there were many unburied
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bodies. He anticipated -that in consequence flies in
unparalleled numbers would make their appearance in
tlhe. cou1rse of the suimmer andl autumn unless acdequate
measures were taken to prevent the insects from
breeding. Thie memorandum, whclih was widely circu-
lated to medical officers, contained full practical in-
structions for the prevenition of the fly plagute, anid
among otlher fly poisons enumerated was the solution
of sodium arsenite, wlhlich, as was noted in the JOUR-NAL a
bhort time ago, hias recently been employed withl suiccess
and, undler proper precautions, without risk in Soutlh
Africa. Very shlortly after the issue of this circuilar,
a special entomological commission for service in tlle
field was appointed; it consisted of three well-known
entomlologists-Mr. ltobert Newstead, F.R.S., Professor
of Medical Entomology, Liverpool University; Mr. Pk. W.
taclk, Governmeicnit Entomologist, Soutlhern Rhodesia; and
Captain E. E. Auistei (Artists' Rifles), British Museum
(Natural lListory). The commission w as instructed to
study tlle question oni the spot and to inquiire inito tlle
efficacy of the mieasures for the suppressioni of flies
already adopted o. roeted. After a preliminary in-
vestigation of tlle conditions in a part of tlle front
area, visits were paid to the lines of communiieation
and the varioiis bases. Ani extensive series of experimien!s
were mCade with a view to ascertaining the best m--ethlod
of dealinig witlh fly-breeding places wlhielh it mighlt be im-
possible to destroy by fire. As a result of this work, furthler
recoummenclations were issued by the commis3ion in an
itterinm report. Since tlhen the comml-ission lhas been con-
tinuouisly engagcl in visitincg all parts of the fronit in tuIrn
with a view to givinrg advice to sanitary officers and otlhers
onl the spot. InI thlis way visits Lave been paid to a large
number of castualty clearing stations, field ambLulances, and
advanced dressing stations, to the town of Ypres. to the
treunches, and to farns anld other billets within range of
the enemyv's guns. Thje flies to be dealt wvith lhave been
lhouLse-flies, blie-bottle flies and green-bottle flies, andl the
places w-liere the insects were fouind to be breedinf, and
the best practical means for clhecking tlhem were- indicatedl.
In the trenclhes tlielmlselves lhotuse-flies lhave been less
numerous tlhan blue-bottle and green-bottle flies; although
in certain places in. the war zone in France and Belgimn
louse-flies lhave been m:ore nuimerous than cotuld be wislhed,
yet a great deal hias been done, and buit for tlhe preventive
m:neasurcs adopted and thjo attention paid to the suibject by
those -esponsiblc the plague wou:ld undloubtedly hiave been
mulaclh wvorse than it is. rThe blow-flies, blue and green, hiave
presented greater difficulties. Dr. Shipley. in the account
lie published last year of the lhabits and life-history of botlh
the blue-bottle fly and the green-bottle fly,1 poinited out that
two species of blue-bottle or blow-flies lhad to be considered,
(alliphtora erythrlocepliala and C. vonitoria. eIc spolkc of
tllem as outdoor flies whlich entered houses in searelh of a
suitable place to deposit tlheir eggs, by preference on fresh or
decaying mleat, buLt even on wvounds. The lhabits of the
green-bottle fly, Liteilia caesar, are very similar, btut it is
said to prefer fishi when it can find it. The eggs of tlle blue-
bottle hatch out in fI-om ten to twenty lhours in normal
British temperatures; th-te larval life in its three stages
lasts from seven to eiglht ad a lhalf days; the pupa state
lasts a fortniglht, so that tlte total development extends a
day or twvo over tlhree weeles. Thlouglh no practical meaus
for destroying these flies in the trencles on a whlolesale
scale hiave been devised, it lhas been foundl possible to
(drive themn away by pwriodic spraying with a sulitable
fluiid. Fortunately, tlhotuglh perhaps more ainnoyingc, tlhani
house-flies, the blow-flies are far less dangerotus tomuan as
lissemiinators of disease.

THE ALCOHOL QUESTION IN FRANCE.
BE. RBnoT, tlle French Minister of Finance, hias (ldafted
a bill to regulate the manufacture and sale of alcoholic
beverages in France, wlhich embodies many of the recoin-
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mendations of the AcadVmie -do Medecine enumerated in
the JOURNAL of August- 21st, p. 299, and those of tlhe
Academie des Sciences, whliclh were almost identical.-
Tile discussion on the question of permitting wine as part of
tile regular ration issued to Frenchi soldiers was concludel
by the Acade'mie de Medecinc on August 24tll, but not before
tue views expressed by M. Gautier and others,t who
advised a litre of wine a day to replace part of
tile meat, lhad been severely criticized by Professor
Chlauffard and Professor Richet. The former disputed
tlle assertion that tlhe food ration was insufficient, and
denied that winie slhould be considered an aliment, holding
tllat tile Acade'6mie would come mnuell nearer tlle trtutli if it
described wine as an agreeable condim-ient. Thle issue of
wine lhad been suggested as a means of fighlting alcolholism,
but he expressed the opinioln that unIless tile soldier could
be prevented from goiug to winie sllops to supplement tile
ration tile remedy would be -worse than tlle dcisease. Pro-
fess;or Riclhet's criticism was -directed mlainly ag.ainst tle
pedantic tuse of the doctrine of calories. A poisonouis
substance imihlit be burnt up in tile body an(l yield-a certaini
lnumber of calories, but- it remained a poison, and it was
not a contradiction in terms to say that alcolhol botlh yielded
calorics and was a poison. He lheld that tlle us6 of w-ine,
even in a smnall quantity, was ani evil, tbat it slowved
gastric digestion, and that if it produced solmie passing-
stimutlation this was paid for by depression later on. At
tlle samec timne, lhe tllouctlgt tllat tlhe liabit of drinkiln" wine
was too dleeply rooted to be eradicated, and that it would
be better to issue wine in strictly limiited quantities ratlher
tllan to leave the soldier to obtain it clandestinely.
Finally, tleo Acad6lmie determined to define a moderate
quantity of wine as lhalf a litre, the quiantity issued daily
in tlhe Frenell navy. After adopting the following
aplhorism: " Ap)e'ritifs never, wine w itll foodl and ill
moderate quantity, a liqueur occasionally, but ouly after
a meal," it passed a resolution in t-ese terms: ' That
natutrally wine in moderate quLantity-inanely, i-l tlhe
same amount as in tlhe navy-be incluided in tlhe official
ration of tlle soldier, ancl that precautions be taken to
elnsu-re tilat if the administration sutpplies wine to the
soldliers they slhall not be allowed to consuLnme it elsc-
where."

A LONG SHOT.
E _im,I ini 1886 Dr. Bvrom Brainwell saw a inan of 45 wvitll
complete loss of periplleral vision an(t very marked
redtuction of macular vision, the result ot an attaclk ofnvl-at
appeared to be uracmnic convulsionis twenty rmontlhs pre-
viously. Dr. Bramiwell diagnosed tlhe colndition as pro-
bably due to a simlultaneous bilatcral lesion of the two
occipital lobes of the brain, in the region of tllc half-vision
centre. In October, 1910, tlhe patient (lied of crouipouis
pneumonia, and hiis brain-was sent to Dr. J. S. Boltotn,
who completed liis elaborate cxaiiination in May, 1915;
it entirely confirmed the brilliant diagnosis mnade by
Dr. Bram-well twenty-four andl a lialf years before the
patient's deatli; during that period the colndition hiad
reluained practically unaltered, while sensorv and motor
paralyses were absent. Withiout going inito d-etail, thme
followincg points from Dr. Bramnwell's preliminary report'
on tlhe case may be nioted. Originally tlle patient lhad
an attack of acute general dropsy, probably dne to
acute nepliritis, with epileptiform- conlvutlsions, per-
manent loss of periplheral visioa, normal fuLnedi,
and no mind - blindness or word - blindniess. Dut'iDg
the next quarter of a century tlle patient remained
in fair healtlh, speaking generally, able to get about by
himnself and to read large type and to write; hiis mental
condition was not abnormiial; tle pupils reacted normially
to liglit and to accommodationi. In 1905 tile optiO. disc.t
were described as hiavitna a som-ewhlat leaden-grey atropllici
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appearancee, witli extensive shiallow -cupping, and a well
developed scieral ring round each. Thle retinal arteries AoGte ASHLRY PRNICAio-c'teminor benefit-s conferred upon uis b'y the war ishiad a hard "silver-wive " 'appearance. After examining immuity fro meia-ovrain ttemxddne
theo brain, which contained- a large lesion in -each.occipital tbe hs aiswowr cutmdt omtz
lobe, Dr. Bolton makes the prelimiinary report that "1thle on diet and drugs now talk tactics and strategy. Hoiwever,hiistological investigation of this case mnay thus claim notthateio gvninaruslypbctostoaas

olyf, u
toh iaveepained thec'rlinicaledfeaoftures parent during which we will refer to' as- that 'of Dr. X., warns uis that the

lif, bt t haeadedto ur nowedg ofthepar plyed interest in m'edical- topics is only in abeyance, and is
by the visuo-sensory area in macular and in non-macular or
panoramic vision. lb may, in. fact, be statedl that thec raytbeoecivagin a ona h neeti

anatmicl bsi~of he ormr isthecorex f te clcaine temporarily miore absorbiing matters has subsided. Dr. X.,
core of thep pear-shiaped visuo-sensory area, and that the apart from hlis schiolarshlip, whichi was niot ordinary, was

anatmicl bsisof te ltte lis i thesurouningand an ordinary paranoi'ae, with. the ordinary proclivity of theo
i-eiainng isn-sesor corcx. Qustins s t th paranoiac to take the life of his imaginary persecuitorreininig viuo-ensoy crtex" Qestins s tothe whenever opportunity presents anad exasperation reaclies theocortical localization of the centr-es for the special senses bolnpit,fmwhcitsnerfadsat.Teobe

in mn cnonyb detrmied, s D. Brmwel Ponts event occurred in the early hours of a winter's morninga in
out, by the comibined obse'rvationis of the clinician and the 1872, and thle iunfortunate paranoiac, whio ougaht niot to
pathologist in mnan, folr thle resuLits obtainied by experimients haebe loe tlre ho n ildi h teta
uiponi the lower animals caninot be trainsferred directly to haebnalodatar,sotndkldint tetai

humanbeins.I the reset intanceDr. ramwll ~ unoffending passer-by. It is not mentioned in the reports
s-kill and hiis succes-s in following, up thle patie'nt hiave no pulse,bthefcwathtnwkignte

added our ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ niahit Dr. X. hiad seen at the foot of Ihis bed an imiagyinarymaterallytokowlege o thefuncionsof ~ figuLre whlich lie took to be that.of hiis persecutor. Hevisue- sensorycortex. ~~~~bounded out of bed, seized his revolver, and f'ollowed the

figuire downstairs anid into the street, wliere lie saw a real
GERMAN ORGANIZATION. man, 'whomu hie identified withi thle imaginary .man thiat lie

Eont a generation at least before 'the'war the Germians was pursuing, and shot Ihim dead; At the' triali lie walsl
mnade bold, if niot always very skilfuil, use of bluff to found "1Not gluilty, on' thle ground of insanity," and was
establisli a belief in thecir pre-eminen'ce in various sphier-es dletainied at Broadmoor for muany -years. He was a inani
ofL activity- as for instance, in science. They are pursuing of education and literary tastes, and was, of couirse, allowed
the samie policy in thje war to-day. A year ago they every alleviation possible, whichi in hiis case took the formi
were proclaiming Ipudlv thjat the niumber, hlighi training, of an abundant suipply of books. Tile single roomis at
atnd bravery of their soldiers, and thec strategical gelniuis of Broadmoor ax-c not spacious, nor elastic, and Dr. X.'s roomi
thjeir generals would bringa them early victory. Now, was crammied withi piles of books as high as a mian,
whien these boasts wouild sound hiollow, they proclaimi thlat whichi left but the narrowest of passages between thiemi;
their confidence in uiltimate success rests on the efficiency and biet-c for miany years hie worked for Dr. Murray in thec
cit thecir organizationi, civil as wvell as iiuiiitary. "1 The production of the wonderful Oxford Dictionary. Tlhe
Germlanic race," says Professor Ostwald, "hlas discovered puablic gapQ.S with wvonder at tlie conjunc-tioni of iiadlness
the factor of organization." That its organization is very withi schiolarship and unusually hiighi intellectual attain-
carefully- thought ouit, anid that whlen suibjected to thle ments, butit to those whio are famniliar with insanit7y thiere
imaximuni straini for wlichl it is calcuilatedI it workis very is nothingo uniusuial in thie comnbiinationi, and. to those
efficiently, no one douibts. Wheni the straini on an organiza- whoi, undlerstand4 whiat insaniity is thlere is niothIing,
tion is mmmclh greater than that calculated dlefects are to wonider at in the comnbination. A highfly intel-
bounid to be disclosed, and a breakdown can only be lectual anid learnied mian is no m-ore iniiunnie fromi
avoided if thiere arc skilled experts possessed of initiative insaiytaoe rabo,adi aaoa si
in positions of sufficient autbority to enable them- to muake mi-any othier menltal disorders', thle disorder affects buit a
good defects as tliey are detected. A year ago the smnall regioni, thioughi unluckily a very im-portanit region, of
cruelties to whichi Britisli woundled were subjected mind, aiid leaves the remainder completely niormial. Pa'-c
by their captors were partlyexudonacntf Mr. Pope, a little knowledgre is not necessarily a danger-ous
the., suidden stress produiced by thje rapid advance into thing. It is notu dangerous if it is a' sound knowvleclgc of a ti-nc
France, whichl oughit, of course, to hiave been foreseen, principle,and tlis5 resuirrection of tbme ease of the unfortu-
anid partly explained by the ostentatiouis latiredl withi nate Dr. X. would be of great valuie if it were used, nlot as,-,
whlich fear of this counitry had inspired thje German an occasioui for stupid wondermeimit, buit as an opportuinity
people. But the very initeresting, article by an" Exchianged Of inclCatingW3 theO miaximi, which is genierally truie, thjat
Officer " in Blackwood for this mionthi shiows thlat even fouir every Inaranoiac is a potential lionlicide, and that nio
mionthis later, ini Janiuary, 1915, the muachiine hiad not been paranoiac ouglht to he allowed at la'-ge. Unfortuna'tely
repaired. At thjat late date a large niumber of wouinded tlhere are miany paranoiacs at large. Tihei-c are miany whio,0
mein, Germnans andI prisonlers, wvere crowvded into thiird- are, so clever that thecir relatives and acquaintaliccs cannot
class carriages for the long journey from Flaniders to believe that thecy are mad, althioughI thley are well kinownv
souithern Germ-iany. No distinction was muaintained-- to chierishi delusiomiv of persecution. -Such persons ar-c a,
amilongt theo wounided prlisoners, at any rate-between grave dangeer to theo commuitinit nwhihte ie
sitting-up and lyinig-down. cases, the forwarding of the Somie years ago onie of them, at Ranmsgate, shot downi
trains by the r-ailway officers was abouit as bad as couild seven unoffeniding wayfarers -in the street, thiree of thiem
be, the arrangemenC1ts fOr feedingl anld s.upplies generally fatally; and scarcely an assize goes by without onle or1
totally broke d-own, and the policingo of the stations seems miore. paranoiacs in some coumiity or othier beinig inidictedI
in many places to hiave been left to chlance. A fa'ct mien- for m-urder or seine crime of violence.
tioned incidenitally, and quoted as a'n examiple of good
oranzaio, s ha desin rom ad hmrmcis a THE Governor of Honig Kong annouinces that iil the tw%Nobeen establishied at railway stations in Belgium. This weseidnSptm r6tforcesfplgecurd

lookis wvell uintil we learn.thiat w,ounds -were not dressed all dliedl.
(huring the long journey,,and that, in fact, there were nio

traie rele rnre o aeay'tem nta DR. JAMEs DONELAN, desires to state thiat, havinga r-e.ti-ind rdrlis r ures o iikeauyate'1p itht ssigned his appointment as medical referee to teLnodlirectioii. Thle whiole story of muiddle anid callousniess ('nmtteo heFechR Cos,le has noifurther
takesus bak to re-Crumea days withsome dded responsibility in regard to, appointments in French

hiorrors, due to mere spite and cowvardice, thlrowvn in. auxiliary miilitary liospitals.


